Our Program and Services 


‘To'meetiits/objectives in\each economic development 
area, ACOA administers, or/is involved in;a numberof 
key programs and activities: 


Business Development Program (BDP)= A program: 
designed 'to)help small- and) medium-sized enterprises 
‘establish, expand | or modernize by offering access to 
capital in! the form of interest-free, repayable contributions. 


‘Allantic Investment Partnership (AIP) = A new initiative 
Jaunched'to help the Atlantic region benefit more 
directly from the knowledge-based economy. 


Bilateral Economic Development Agreements - 
Federal/provincial cost-shared| programs designed: 
tolimproye'the environment of'economic growth, 
injeach/of the Atlantic provinces. 


Pan-Auantic Economic, Development Agreements'- 
Comprehensive, multi-sectoral|agreements, 
involving all! four Atlantic/provinces, designed to 
Strengthen/and support economically significant 
acti ‘Such\as trade and| tourism: 


Canada) Business 'Service Centres (CBSG)—A network 
of centres providing business-related servicesand. 
‘products to)small- and medium-sized! enterprises 
and/aspiring entrepreneurs in’ the’region.. 


Community Business/Development Corporations 
(CBDQ = Autonomous, not-for-profit corporations, 
supported! by ACOA; and providing entrepreneurs 
in|the rural areas of, Atlantic Canada'with access to, 
the information, capital and|advice|they need 
to/succeed: 


Adjustment Programs and other activities = Adjustment 
programs provide assistance to communities.in the 
development of alternate forms of employment 
where traditional industries, such’ as\the Atlantic 
groundfishery, have suffered’ a\downturn. ACOA 

is also responsible for implementing the’ Canada 
Infrastructure agreements in Atlantic\Canada\on. 
behalf of the Government of Canada! 


A Commitment to Sustainable Development 


ALAGOA We believe that a healthy environment is essential to, 
az development ofa strong, growing and sustainable economy: 
We.re committed to protecting the environment ofthis region 

by se,ting anexample in the environmental management of 
ACO %'s own operations, by promoting sustainable busin 
Atlantic region, and by advancing the environmental industry 
sector in Atlantic Canada. 
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Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency 


Head Office 
644 Main St., P.O. Box 6051 
Moncton, NB E1C 9)8 

Toll free: 1-800-561-7862 
Telephone: (506) 851-2271 
Fax: (506) 851-7403 


ACOA New Brunswick 
570 Queen St., 31d floor, P.O. Box $78 
Fredericton, NB E3B SA6 

Toll free: 1-800-561-4030 

Telephone: (506) 452-3184 

Fax: ($06) 452-3285 
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ACOA Newfoundland and Labrador 
John Cabot Building, 11th floor 

10 Barter's Hill, P.O. Box 1060, Station € 
St. John’s, NF AIC SMS 

Toll free: 1-800-668-1010 

Telephone; (709) 772-2751 

Fax; (709) 772. 


ACOA Nova Scotia 

1801 Hollis St., Suite 600 
P.O. Box 2284, Station M 
Halifax, NS_B3] 3C8 
Toll free; 1-800-565-1 
Telephone: (902) 426. 
Fax: (902) 426-2054 


ACOA Prince Edward Island and Tourism 
Royal Bank Building 

100 Sydney St., 3rd floor, 2.0. Box 40 
Charlottetown, PE C1A 7K2 

Toll free: 1-800-871-2596 


reephon: 02) 8667382 _ Building a stronger 
oe economy together 


Enterprise Cape Breton Corporation 


4th floor, Commerce Towe 
15 Dorchester St,, P.O. Box 1750 
Sydney, NS_BIP 617 

Toll free: 1-800-705-3926 
Telephone: (902) 564-3600 

Fax; (902) 564-3825 


Web site: wivw.acoa-apeca.gc 
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Disponible en francais 
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The Government of Canada believes that strong 
regions are the building blocks of a strong nation. 
For this reason it is committed to helping 
Canadians in all parts of the country build 
regional economic capacity as the foundation 
for job creation and higher earned incomes 


Who We Are 


The Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency (ACOA) is a 
federal government agency whose mission is to work in 
partnership with the people of Atlantic Canada to improve 
the economy of our communities through the successful 


development of businesses and job opportunities 


Established in 1987, ACOA offers a broad range of programs 
and services designed to improve the climate for business growth. 
The Agency ensures that a wide variety of business development 
tools and resources are available to Atlantic entrepreneurs 
throughout all stages of the business life cycle, from the time they 
are thinking about setting up a new business, to the time they 


are planning for growth and expansion 


ACOA is a federal agency with a difference. Its mandate and 
organizational structure were determined following consultations 
with Atlantic Canadians across the region. For the firstitime, a 
federal organization charged with regional economic development 
in Atlantic Canada is actually headquartered in the region 
{in Moncton, N.B.) with regional and field offices in cities a 


towns across the four Atlantic provinces 


In Cape Breton, ACOA’s programs are delivered 
by Enterprise Cape Breton Corporation. 


What We Do Bro 


‘ACOA focuses on facilitating the creation and growth of 
‘small- and medium-sized enterprises, on overcoming barriersito 


growth, and! on fostering a more entrepreneurial environment. 


AGOA's key objectives are: to provide Atlantic Canadians 
with! enhanced | policy research and analysis to helpicreate 
moré and better ¢conomic opportunities in the region; 
and to provide business services to stipport the/growth 


and|competitiveness of small- and medium-sized enterprises. 


‘These objectives are, in turn, made operational through the 


Agency's strategic priority areas. 


ACOA helps small firms create jobs, and generally works 


to improve the environment for business development 


through: 


+ Innovation and Technology - because innovative 
companies are growing companies, and growing 


companies create jobs 


Trade, Tourism and Investment - because every $1 billion 
increase in exports creates 11,000 jobs; because the 


region's tourism potential promotes Atlantic Canada 


abroad and provides employment opportunities at home; 


because incre foreign direct investment accelerates 


the development of new commercial opportunities 


Policy, Advocacy and Coordination - because ACOA has 
a legislated mandate to advocate for Atlantic Canada’s 
interests; because relevant program development in 

the region requires the best and most current research 
and information on the challenges and opportunities 


facing the Atlantic economy 


Entrepreneurship and Business Skills Development 
because investing in the development of existing and 
potential entrepreneurs is fundamental to ensuring that 
business start-ups and expansions continue to generate 


new wealth and employment 


+ Community Economic Development - because the long-term 
health of smaller Atlantic communities is essential to the 
long-term health of the regional economy in general. 


Access to Capital and Information - because adequate 


access to capital and information stimulates business 


start-ups, expansion and, hence, job creation. 


